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Seminar Up-date

The final two seminars were well received. In
February Dick Griffin once again spoke. Last year Dick drew Dick Griffin
a large crowd and this year was no different. He explained his
techniques on Lake Michigan perch fishing in great detail.

All of his locations are marked with a GPS and he
keeps a daily log of where the fish were caught, the water
temperatures, wind direction and points of interest. He carries
the past few years of logs with him to assist in a pattern as
quickly as possible.

He uses Power Pro line and Seagur Fluorocarbon lead
ers. Demon glow tear drops are his first choice, ice flies will
be used as well. This was a very informative seminar.

In March, we had local deer hunting experts, Terry
Brinks and Ross Graveling as hosts. These guys put on a very
detailed seminar and answered plenty of questions. They dis-
cussed how they let small bucks pass so that they can hopefully have a shot at a mature deer. Almost all of their
deer are video taped before a shot is taken.

They discussed keeping your scent to a minimum, wearing of rubber boots, how to access your stand
without drawing attention to your self and spooking the deer. How important it is in having multiply stands for
various wind conditions. They also explained the importance of scouting and how the late winter and early
spring is the best time to scout.

Kids Fishing Nights
' There will be 4 nights the ponds are open to
g the public this summer for kids under 16 to come
¥ and catch and release fish from 6:00 - 8:00pm.
May 14, June 11, July 9 and August 13.

Member Fishing Nights

Members of all ages and families may also fish
on May 28, June 25, July 23 and August 27.
| All fishing will still be catch and release. A special
new member benefit will be at the June 25 event
where all members and families will be treated to
a free Chicken BBQ and hot dogs for the kids. A
B real nice member benefit.




Spring Banquet:

The annual spring banquet will be held on Thursday,
April 16. Doors open at 5:30. Kids program at 6:00. Dinner at
6:30. Tickets are ten dollars at the door or at the stores listed.
Kids under 12 are free. All attendees must be members or junior
members. Tickets available at OK Tire (24th St.), Zeeland
Hardware, Graafschap Hardware, Gold Coast Oultfitters (Port
Sheldon), Lakeshore Outfitters (Saugatuck) and all board mem-
bers.

This event is always a ton of fun and the kids love the
gifts that they win. The goal is a gift for each kid under 12 but
that is not a promise. A great meal will be served and nobody
leaves hungry.

The Retirees Club

If you have recently retired and are looking for some
morning fun on Wednesdays, here is your chance. The retirees
club has coffee and rolls and makes our place look as good as it
does. They cut trees, fix little outside things, have fires, do some
landscaping, trim shrubs and have a great time doing it. If you
would like to join the group, please call Ken Lemmen at 836-
2542 for details. The stories at breaks are almost worth the effort
alone!

High-Way Trash Pick-up

Monday, May 11 is the next scheduled high-way pick-up
for the club. Some of us will be there at 3:30 but please come
when you can. Pizza and pop will be provided after cleaning.




ADVENTURES in WYOMING by Mike Atman

(This story is 12 pages long and will now be run in its entirety in multiple issues. In trying to fit it in

less, content was lost which we regret. So here is the first part of the entire tale as logged by Mike. Enjoy!)

Hello from the State of Wyoming fellow Fish and Game members, past and present. May this letter find
you all well and full of joy and happiness.

It has been almost five years since | have talked to many of you, either in the store that | once owned or
on the lake that | so loved to fish.

| was asked by Roger Van Liere to write about some of my adventures here in Wyoming last year. |
never got around to it so this year | promised that | would. So here is this years hunting adventures.

I live in west central Wyoming, home to a lot of fine hunting and some good fishing even though the
fishing does not compare to what you have in Michigan but the hunting is unbelievable.

It all starts in February when the sun stays out a little longer each day and the prairie dogs begin com-
ing out of their holes looking for food | guess and the practice begins. | have spent a lot of time here learning
how to shoot. | know you may think that | knew how to shoot before | came out here, but | mean really shoot.
Shooting distances that are hard to imagine coming from Michigan, but are standard to many who hunt the
wide open spaces.

The rifles that | came out here with | tried to work with but inevitably | changed to something that was
more suitable for shooting the range that | wanted. | have been taught here how to reload and work up loads
for accuracy in my rifle and have spent hours, days, weeks, months and several years shooting at the public
ranges here. Yes, | said public ranges. Most towns out west have their own public ranges. Many of them are set
up to shoot 500 or more yards if the person wants to hone his or her talents that far.

Prairie dogs are good practice for me because they are small and offer many different kinds of shots in
the wind, very similar to what | will experience hunting the sage prairie and red desert and my neighbor the
rancher likes to have there numbers kept low.

The week of July 4 we found out what we drew for tags for the up-coming season. This year | drew
three antelope tags and three mule deer tags for the area around my house and two elk tags for the red desert
just a little south of where | live.

I hunted deer, antelope and grouse the first years here in Wyoming and trapped a little but up to this
year | have not spent much time elk hunting.

The men that | work with at Rocky Mountain Sports introduced me to a man who has hunted the Red
Desert for many years either for elk, mule deer or antelope and has a love for this big country called the Red
Desert.

He agreed to show me the Red Desert if | would take him fishing in my boat. Sounded good to me and
we spent every other Monday (my day off) in the Red Desert. | must say that without my GPS, maps and notes
| would have gotten or retained little. The Red Desert is so vast and little has changed since the stage days or
Oregon Trail, except for the oil and gas industry that has built some roads into the desert to their wells. There
is water out there in places which are important to elk that must have water every day, year after year.

| spent a lot of time glassing with spotting scopes and listening to all the elk, deer and antelope he had
taken over the years, where elk live and where and when they like to move in the desert. | also tried to remem-
ber the landmarks like Cyclone Ridge, Bastard Butte, Five Finger Butte, Steamboat Mountain, Honeycomb
Buttes, Oregon Butte, etc. etc. Each area had its sometimes hidden water source and feed. Bulls like to wallow
in mud holes and antelope can mess your stalk on elk up because there are so many of them around and they
miss little of what is going on and alarm every one of your intentions. | was taught that even though the desert
seems flat, there are places to stalk in a small indentation that at some time of the year or some time in the past
had water flows and cuts slight ditches in the landscape. The sage at times grows a little taller on the edges of
these. Finding one that is going your way is the key. Also, the land is not completely flat. It rolls a little and
you can use it to hide yourself and narrow the distance for a shot, or even better get in front of them for a close
shot. It requires patience and persistence, as | would find out in the up coming months. September 17 soon
came and with it the opening of sage grouse and antelope season where | live. Sage grouse season is short only
10 days so | concentrated on them and took my rifle along in the Yukon for antelope. My son, Josh came from
Casper on a Sunday and we first tried several stalks on what we thought was a good buck, but it did not work
out. We headed for South Pass City to a grouse spot that was good.



Article continued ...... by Mike Atman

Along the way we drove over to the Red Canyon and |
thought | saw a deer or antelope so | turned around for a sec-
ond look. Sure enough there was a good antelope buck feed
ing on the grassy top of the canyon. You could see him for
only a second or two while driving by. We planned an inter -
ception spot and there was a road going down into the
canyon so we drove down it a little ways and parked.

Josh and | walked quickly down the road knowing that the
antelope would have to cross it as he fed. The problem was
that the side of the road that he was on had a steep high
bank on it of loose gravel almost straight up and down. Josh
scrambled up the steep side and peered out to get a fix on
the antelope. He was walking now more than feeding so we
moved as fast as we could down the road trying not to get
worked up and staying as calm as possible not knowing how
long of a shot this was going to be.

We got a little in front of him and made are way up the side

for the shot. The problem was as soon as | became comfort

able on the edge my footing would give way and | would
slide down. After several tries | rested less than half of my
body lying on the edge of the field and my legs, knees and
feet pushed in the side of the sharp hillside. | began follow -
ing him through my scope. He was a little past us now walk -
ing down the hill. He must have heard us, more likely my
fussing to stay on the edge of the field, because he stopped
and looked at me. Josh was alongside of me looking at him

through the range finder and told me 167 yards. Easy shot |

thought to myself. | had been practicing all summer for that.
I held a little low and a little right to accommodate the
strong wind. This should have been the end of the story for
him but just then my footing slipped and the rifle moved.
With a pound and a half pull on the trigger, it fired hitting
him high, just clipping the skin on the top of his back.

Josh asked “What was that?” | said “I just lost my feet on
the bank.” | then pulled myself clear of the edge and laid
down this time with most of me on the edge of the field. He

stood for a moment and then began to trot away from us. |

racked another shell in the chamber and began following him through the scope again. Josh made some sort of
noise and for whatever reason after being nicked by a bullet, he stopped and looked back. Thinking of it now it
must have been fate-his fate. | had a perfect quartering away shot and Josh told me 267 yards. | held straight on
and a little for the wind about a minute of angle and squeezed. | heard the bullet impact the buck with a thud
and he collapsed.

After pictures, Josh and | skinned and washed the carcass in a stream that was flowing right on the
other side of the road. We loaded him in the cooler that sits on the back of the Yukon at this time of the year.
Soon we were off to South Pass City and still were able to shoot our limit of sage grouse before dark.

In the next Deliar we will continue the hunting adventures in Wyoming with Mike.



Wild Game Dinner Number Three

What a great time was had by all. Excellent food prepared
by Beechwood Inn and Scott Tardiff. The snapping turtle and
alligator tail were real treats. Games of all types earned folks
tickets for raffles and a whole lot of hooping and hollering was
going on in the game room. We even had folks travel from lowa
to enjoy the fine dining. These lucky travelers won the 410
Over/Under shotgun too.

A special thanks to Jim Dokter for chairing this event and

pulling it all together.

Up-date on the fish cleaning station

After nearly 6 years of joint effort between the DNR, the

Holland Fish & Game Club, the Holland Steelheaders, John
Roberston from the DNR and currently with the MUCC and
many local foundations and individuals the station is almost a
reality. The Great Lakes Fishing Trust matched local donations to
fund this project. The estimated cost is $180,000.

The 20X20 building should see groundbreaking sometime
in April with an opening date in June. These dates might shift by
a few weeks pending material and final permits.

The location is in the large parking lot of the public
launch on Ottawa Beach Road. This will be a four person clean
ing station that measures 14 feet long and 40 inches wide.

It will host a grinder, very similar to the Muffin Monster
and a fish scaler. There will be a 3-inch trough on each side for
the water and overhead flexible water sprayers for each section.

Drew Deters Associate Broker
OFFICE:616-355-3748
CELL: 616-218-8307
HOME: 616-772-1651

drew@fivestarlakeshore.com
www.drewDeters.com

NICKS ROOFING & SIDING

FLAT ROOFS - RUBBEROID - NEWROOFS
ROOFTEAR OFF REROOFS, REMRS
ROOF SNOW& ICE REMOVAL
COMPLETEVINYL SIDING

269-751-8080

18 Years Experience - Licensed & Insued

Hamilton
3546 M-40
Hamilton, MI 49419
269-751-7323

Holland
581 State St
Holland, MI 49423
616-396-6461

Holland
273 North River
Holland, MI 49424
616-392-5511

Zeeland

10636 Chicago Dr
Zeeland, M| 49464
616-748-1750

www.oktirestores.net

MAKING TRACKS
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CALENDAR OF N\
EVENTS FOR 2009

Holland Fish & Game Club, Inc.

PO Box 1065
Holland MI 49422-1065

April

. Spring Banquet - (Th)
25 ......... Walleye & Pike Opening Day Tourney - (Sat)
May

11 Highway Clean Up - (M)
14 Youth Fishing in Pond - (Th)
14 . Youth Conservation Day - (Th)
16 ..o Shooting Day @ Blendon Pines - (Sat)
28 Member Fishing in Pond - (Th)
June

11 Youth Fishing in Pond - (Th)
25........ Chicken BBQ & Member Fishing in Pond - (Th)
July

O Youth Fishing in Pond - (Th)
23 Member Fishing in Pond - (Th)
Aug

1 o Fish Cleaning Afternoon - (Th)
13 .. Fish Boil @ Rest Haven 32nd St - (Th)
13 Youth Fishing In Pond - (Th)
27 Member Fishing in Pond - (Th)
Sep

T,14,21 .o Hunters’ Safety - (M)
Nov

% coooncsnocacnscooocansnoacaand Red Shirt Night - (Th)
Jan 7, 2010 Board Meeting . .. ......... Qpen to Members

- Voting for new Board Members to take place at meeting

(&

J

Marty Bonzelaar

/ Board Member Phone Numbers \

269-317-9909

Todd Buter 616-772-9212
Tim Dekker 616-335-9725
Drew Deters 616-772-1651
Mike De Vries 616-399-0707
Jim Dokter 616-392-6718
Brad Dykema 616-836-1458
Bill Fodor 616-399-7088
Hans Heuvel 616-218-0453
Bill Keen 616-396-1170

Jerry Klomparens
Ken Lemmen

616-786-9402
616-836-2542

Jack Payne 616-772-2477
Bob Piers 616-218-5646
Steve Raak 616-218-0383
Ray Tubergan 616-772-6318

Roger Van Liere

616-836-6378

J
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GENERAL COMMITTEES

Budget ................. Ken Lemmen Annual Meeting .............. Tim Dekker
Legislative .............. Mike Devries Deer & Fish Contest. . .. ...... Roger VanLier
Publicity / Deliar Advertising . Jim Dokter Highway Cleanup ...........| Hans Heuvel
Deliar Editor . .............. Jack Payne Membership . ............... Hans Heuvel
Ponds & Grounds . ........... Bob Piers Hunter's Safety .............. Mike Devries
Rest Haven Fish Boil .......... Bill Keen Red Shirt Night .. ......... Marty Bonzelaar
Boat Ramps ............. Mike Devries

or at 1990 84th Ave. Zeeland, Ml 49464

Spring Banquet..............
Womens' Division ..........

Rentals......ccccvvieiiniinnnns

Youth Conservation Day ..
Youth Fishing Derby.......

Fishing Tournaments......

Wanted, articles, stories or just plain information that the membership might find
interesting. Please send the information to Jack Payne at snagginjack9@hotmail.com

~

....Ray Tubergen
....Jim Dokter
Nancy Kronemeyer
...Mike Devries
....Bill Keen

..... Brad Dykema




