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Fishing the pier for Whitefish, by Jack Payne

A cold wind, the type that stings, was gripping my face and with the rain, it was nasty. Welcome to
the life of pier fishing for whitefish. Anglers were shoulder to shoulder the first time out on Muskegon last
fall. We quickly learned that arriving at 3 am was better than 7 pm.

We also learned real quickly that a good long handled net was required. Make that a dependable
long handle net. Lying on my belly and reaching into the swells, trying to net a fish was not fun. Watching
the old net turn into two pieces was less fun.

November is the top month, but all winter whitefish can be caught. Muskegon is my top pick but
Grand Haven, Holland, Saugatuck and South Haven are good piers.

Fishing in the dark is best but cloudy days with a chop will produce fish. In November the best
fishing is with a flutter spoon. During the balance of the winter or during the days an egg is hard to beat.

Vertically jigging a spoon is highly productive but snagged fish become a real problem. There are
nights when half or two thirds of the catch needs to be released because they are snagged. With an egg that
never happens.

Spoons go back nearly 100 years and they are as productive today as ever before. A good pier spoon
Is heavy enough to stay vertical and light enough to flutter when lifted off of the bottom. A one ounce
spoon falls smack in the middle of what is needed.

If you raise your rod tip a foot and slowly shake it to the side you will get more flutter and action
out of the spoon. We make the flutter spoon from a mold using the Do-it-Mold. Other good spoons include
the Hopkins, Kastmaster, Mepps, Rapala or the Zip spoon if you can
find them.

An egg sinker with a small orange or red Trout Bead just above
a barrel swivel works great with a single egg. A number 8 or 10 egg
hook tied to a leader completes the rig.

The ideal day has a two foot chop similar to the perfect walleye
day. The length of the leader is based on the size of the waves. Flat ses
require a 6 to 8 foot leader. Two-foot waves work best with a 3 to 4 foot
leader. Anything over 4 foot swells and a 6 inch leader works best.

Anglers need to hold their rods or keep a very close eye on the
tip. One tap is about all that you will get before your bait becomes din -
ner. Savvy pier anglers often paint their rod tips with glow in the dark
paint or some bright color for easier visibility.

We pull a shopping cart onto the pier and these makes carrying
tackle, coffee and hopefully fish a breeze. Many anglers mount PVC
rod holders and carry a five-gallon pail. Inside the pail anglers carry
tools and small plastic tackle boxes with all of the required gear.

There are few fish that can match the quality of eating on a grill
or in the broiler better than a whitefish. It is worth the cold blistery
conditions.




Red Shirt Night

Please mark Thursday, November 5 on your calen
dars for our annual Red Shirt night. This is a great time
and way to get ready for gun deer season. Tickets are $8 in
advance, $10 at the door and are available from all board
members, OK Tire, Gold Coast, Graafschaap Hardware
and Zeeland Hardware.

Great food, prizes, fun and games will make it a
memorable evening. Doors open at 5:30pm and dinner will
be at 6:30pm. If you have a friend that likes to deer hunt,
please take them along and introduce them to our club.
Free hats to any new members that join up. You can get
your 2010 memberships that night too.

Wild Game Dinner, 2010

The date has been set for March 19, 2010, for the
Annual Wild Game Dinner. This popular event is grow -
ing every year with 227 people in attendance at last year's
event. This year we are again in need of your help - we
need meat - all kinds of wild game. As you go out hunt -
ing and fishing, please keep us in mind. As this event
grows so does our need for more food. So please give a
Board member a call and let us know what you can help
us with. More information will be sent to you in the
future regarding the dinner.




ADVENTURES in WYOMING  patm by Mike Atman

We cut back west from a dry ditch and crept to the top of a hill, only to see them now crossing in front of
us. We stopped to catch our breath and figured we were beat. As we watched them in front of us we understood
why they kept moving faster and faster; it was water. They were all in what was left of a creek that had long
dried up but still has a little hole of water, maybe from a brief downpour of the past summer. Whatever, they
knew where it was. As we watched them, we wondered if they might now move back to the south past us. One
of the bulls seemed to want to follow the same trail back, but only one of the calves would follow him a short
ways. Then some of the cows climbed the bank and moved north. Soon the rest followed even the lone bull. They
fed moving north. We talked about where we should try to get around them, or give up on these and look for
others.

The truck was at least an hours walk from us at a fast pace. So we watched them to give us a direction that
they were going, but there wasn't any. They fed and walked a little north never giving any indication that they
were being pursued. We studied the dry creek bed in between us running east and west; if we could get to it
without them seeing us, we could cut back to the east to where they were and try a stalk from that point. Once
again we looked them over and noticed several in the group bedded down. At that, we started to the northwest
using the slight row of the land to hide part of our outline.

From time to time we would stop and glass them to see if any noticed us, and each time more seemed to
be bedding down. We finally made it to the dry creek and headed east as fast as we could, closing the distance
with each step we took. Soon we were at the water hole they all had stood by; the water was still stirred up from
the elk. They were now just to the north of us. We climbed out of the creek and there was a sandy area
higher than the creek, about 70 yards square, with a water hole or mud hole in the middle of it and elk tracks all
around it. To the north is a rim of maybe three feet high or so and then the sage prairie. We slowly climbed the
rim looking for the elk. By now they were all lying down, so we had to look for ears. | noticed a knoll next to a
sage bush and began to belly crawl to it. Soon | was in position. | could see two cow's heads facing north and a
calf walking around in back of them. My friend moved up and pulled down the grass in front of my rifle giving
me a clear shot of them. | began to watch them through my scope at this time; there was no way to get closer to
them as we were just slightly higher than them, and moving now could give us away.

It was hard to get a reading on them with the range finder, as most of them were in the sage, so we
pinged the calf walking around as soon as she walked past the two cows; 417 yards solid. | was surprised, it did
not look that far and even closer through a 20X scope. | dialed my scope to 500 yards, then back down to 400
yards tapping it with my hand to make sure it settled. There was no wind now to speak of this late in the day, so
windage was not a factor. Now if they would just stand. | moved my rifle to the left and | could see the two bull's
antlers above the sage. One was nice the other needed a little help. Suddenly a large cow, for a reason | do not
know, stood up and two bulls with her. | quickly looked back at the two. They were still bedded only watching
the other three. My friend ranged her, she was 407 yards, but there was a sage bush in front of her rib cage. | pon
dered what might happen if | just ticked one of those branches, my finger on the trigger and safety off. Then as
suddenly as they stood, they went back down, and | moved the rifle back to the ones that | would have a clear
shot at when they stood. | asked what that was all about? My friend replied "they must have felt a ripple in the
force" and we both laughed.

Well, we waited for about an hour and they never moved. We were burning daylight fast, so we came up
with a plan. | took several deep breaths and settled in for the shot to come and my friend let out squalor with his
coyote call of a wounded pup. Well, that did it. There were heads popping up all over and the two | was watch -
ing stood up with the rest, looking at where that noise came from. My friend said, “take the one on the right,
she's a little larger”. Moving my shoulders a little so the dot settled on that cow, | leaned into the rifle and said
here we go and squeezed the trigger. The rifle popped and at this distance with no wind you can really hear the
bullet going through the air. If you have never heard it, it sounds like hissing. Then waap as the bullet stuck the
elk. She staggered a little then fell back to the sage. The rest headed out wasting no time. | rolled to my side and
said "l just killed my first elk." Well, we spent the next several hours getting to the truck and loading the elk. We
ended up one and a half hours from the car at a fast pace, and even though it was very demanding on me, it was
one of the best hunts out in Wyoming so far. | was glad that | was able to enjoy it with someone else as well.

The next week or so | concentrated on my deer tags, since that is a seven day firearm season. The second
elk tag ended the first week in November, which was several weeks away yet.

continued on next page



Article continued ...... by Mike Atman

I normally have great deer hunting right out of my
door and have shot some really nice mule deer the last two
years. On a normal year in the middle of October the moun-
tains have had several snow storms, and the snows began to
stay and the mule deer move down past my home to the east.
The past two years | have had no problem shooting three
mule deer on almost any day of the season. Now this year,
the first of October saw deer showing up around the house
right on cue. It looked like another good year. Then the snow
came, all 33 inches of it the second week of October and this
shut things down. | had all but given up on filling the three
tags | had when the same friend that was with me on the elk
hunt called and asked if | still had open tags for deer, as it
was the last day of the season. | said | had three and picked
him up with the Yukon and headed to his mothers house
where she had been losing scrubs and landscape from the
deer.

| have heard of these situations before and when you
show up no deer are around. But this time we pulled in the
drive and | looked down towards the horse corral and there
were six sunning themselves on the grass. Well, we knocked
on the door to tell his folks we were there and headed for
the barn. | dropped two right there and we field dressed
them right there. His folks wanted one and we loaded the
other on the Yukon. We drove down the road towards town
and we stopped and talked to a rancher getting his mail. We
asked if we could shoot one of the many mule deer in his
back pasture. He didn't mind, as long as we did not shoot
one with young. We parked our truck at the barn and crept
up to the edge of the field. We spent the next half hour glass-
ing a group as they fed on hay. We singled out a doe that did
not have any young and that was my mule deer season this
year.

Next edition will conclude Mike's fine article on
hunting in Wyoming

Game Contests:

As the fall is now upon us, and hunting
seasons are underway, remember our annual
game contests. Get your trophies weighed,
measured and entered in the contest. Rog Van
Liere has entry forms if you need them. This is a
great way to add extra fun to your hunting and
fishing trips. Take pictures of the monsters for
the DeLiar too. We want to help you show off
the trophies the great state of Michigan has to
offer. Animals taken elsewhere count too, so
please get them in the contest.

Fun at the many fishing derbies held at the pond.



Holland Fish Cleaning Station:

On a sunny September 3rd afternoon Mike DeVries, Dave

Klaasen, and Jack Hartman wielded a huge scissors (more like a
hedge trimmer) and cut the ribbon on the new DNR Fish Cleaning
Station by the DNR boat launch on the north side of Lake Mac.

A mighty impressive place to clean big fish and it has a
scaling machine for perch and pan fish too. To be able to clean fish
before getting home and having a way to dispose of the extra parts
and pieces will make every fishermen's day much more enjoyable.

From an idea of Mike Atman in 2002 to a real state of the
art facility in 2009, and a ton of work and money from many differ -
ent sources this became a reality. In those 7 years a handful of peo
ple kept the fire burning.

A roadblock here, some more time and phones calls, help
from elected officials in Lansing, a problem solved, another identi -
fied, and the group kept it going. Changing locations, tests on
chemicals coming from the fish into the sewer system, permits,
approvals, plans, improved plans, more obstacles, and a lot of
patience all played a part.

Eventually patience, determination, help from government
officials, help from legislators and hard work from the committee
and contractors won the battle! A special thanks to our own Mike
DeVries who chaired this committee from start to finish, a job well
done. If you see any of the committee members you know, thank
them for their work and how much we appreciate it.

Other members include Stu De Witt of the West Michigan
Walleye Club, Paul Dykema of Wildlife Unlimited & Outdoor
Discovery Center, Brad Dykema of Holland Fish & Game Club,
Dennis Eade of Holland Steelheades, Jack Hartman of New
Product Development, Jim Swanezy of Big Red Foundation, Dave
Klaasen of Klaasen Construction, Paul Elzinga of Paul Elzinga
Consulting and John Robertson of the MUCC. There were others
and sorry if we missed your hames.

Fish Boil, August, 2009

Drew Deters Associate Broker
OFFICE:616-355-3748
CELL: 616-218-8307
HOME: 616-772-1651

drew@fivestarlakeshore.com
www.drewDeters.com

NICKS ROOFING & SIDING

FLAT ROOFS - RUBBEROID - NEWROOFS
ROOFTEAR OFF REROOFS, REMRS
ROOF SNOW& ICE REMOVAL
COMPLETEVINYL SIDING

269-751-8080

18 Years Experience - Licensed & Insued

Holland
581 State St
Holland, M| 49423
616-396-6461

Hamilton
3546 M-40
Hamilton, MI 49419
269-751-7323

Holland
273 North River
Holland, MI 49424
616-392-5511

Zeeland
10636 Chicago Dr
Zeeland, MI 49464

616-748-1750

www.oktirestores.net

MAKING TRACKS
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Jan 7, 2010 Board Meeting . .. ........

- Voting for new Board Members to take place at meeting

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS FOR 2009

Red Shirt Night - (Th)

\

Qpen to Members

J

Holland Fish & Game Club, Inc.

PO Box 1065
Holland MI 49422-1065

www.hfgclub.com

Marty Bonzelaar
Todd Buter
Tim Dekker
Drew Deters
Mike De Vries
Jim Dokter
Brad Dykema
Bill Fodor
Hans Heuvel
Bill Keen
Jerry Klomparens
Ken Lemmen
Jack Payne
Bob Piers
Steve Raak
Ray Tubergan
Roger Van Liere

/ Board Member Phone Numbers \

269-317-9909
616-772-9212
616-335-9725
616-772-1651
616-399-0707
616-392-6718
616-836-1458
616-399-7088
616-218-0453
616-396-1170
616-786-9402
616-836-2542
616-772-2477
616-218-5646
616-218-0383
616-772-6318
616-836-6378

)
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Legislative

Deliar Editor
Ponds & Grounds
Rest Haven Fish Boil
Boat Ramps

\_

Budget ...............

Publicity / Deliar Advertising

. .Ken Lemmen

Mike Devries
. Jim Dokter

... .Jack Payne

Bob Piers

..... Bill Keen

Mike Devries

GENERAL COMMITTEES

Annual Meeting .............. Tim Dekker
Deer & Fish Contest . . ........ Roger VanLier
Highway Cleanup ...........| Hans Heuvel
Membership ................ Hans Heuvel
Hunter's Safety .. ............ Mike Devries
Red Shirt Night .. .........| Marty Bonzelaar

\

Spring Banquet............ouuene Ray Tubergen
Womens' Division .............. Jim Dokter
[REMES coanooanoaconooooaoanas Nancy Kronemeyer
Youth Conservation Day ..... Mike Devries
Youth Fishing Derby ........... Bill Keen
Fishing Tournaments........... Brad Dykema

Wanted, articles, stories or just plain information that the membership might find
interesting. Please send the information to Jack Payne at snagginjack9@hotmail.com

or at 1990 84th Ave. Zeeland, Ml 49464




