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Game Contest:

As the fall is now upon us, and hunting seasons are underway, remember our annual game con-
tests. Get your trophies weighed, measured and entered in the contest. Rog Van Liere has entry forms if
you need them. This is a great way to add extra fun to your hunting and fishing trips. Take pictures of the
monsters for the Deliar too. We want to help you show off the trophies the great state of Michigan has to
offer.

Trophy Corner:

Tom Tuls with a very nice bear shot this past fall. Eric Payne with a very nice 8 point buck shot on

November 20th. Jack Payne with a 6 point archery kill taken on November 1st (Picture on next page).
Please pass on your photos with the date of your trophy and if possible a line or two about your
outing. Contact Jack Payne at 772-2477 or at snagginjack9@hotmail.com.
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Tom Tuls with his bear Eric Payne with his shotgun deer



Jack Payne with his
archery deer

Annual Meeting 2010

The annual meeting takes place in conjunction with the
January Board of Directors meeting. It is at 7:00 pm on
Thursday night, January 7, 2010. This is not a dinner
event anymore, but all members are welcome to attend
to get a financial update and help vote for 8 directors for

the board. Dessert will be served after the event.




ADVENTURES in WYOMING  patm by Mike Atman

| spent a Monday on the west end of the small section of area 100 that | still had a cow elk tag. This tag was only for a
small part in area 100 that must not be getting hunted enough, so | made some maps of the area and took a marker
and outlined the area. Rock springs sits on the south west corner of this area, then it goes north to a road #17 then
north by north east just south of Boar's Tusk, then east and south of Steamboat Mountain and north of Table
Mountains and on to Road #15 just north of Black Rock Mountain to Road #19 south to Highway 80. Well, those were
the boundaries of this first time late season elk area.

| started just north of Rock Springs on 17 and began to explore everything going east into this area. There
seemed to be a lot of oil and gas drilling going on almost everywhere | went in the lower areas, like Bastin Basin.
Some antelope, a few deer, some coyotes as well, but only a few tracks of elk and those were old. | went through a
town called Superior. | was surprised because it seemed in the middle of nowhere and | earned later that is was a
railroad town that mined coal for the railroad that passes to the south at Highway 80. It is now a town made up of
old trailers and a few new trailers, a main street that looks like about the turn of the century. This was an area of high
hills and deep draws and | spent a lot of time glassing, looking for elk. | saw a lot of sign but no elk. | eventually
came out on Highway 80 just west pf the point of rocks and called it a day.

There is a coal power plant next to several open pit mines, just north of the point of rocks and | know a man
who has worked there for many years. He lives in a trailer at the point of rocks when he's working. His shift is 8 on
and 4 off or so and lives in Lander north of where | live. | brought the maps | made over there one night and he out -
lined areas where he had seen elk over the years.

The end of the season was on Sunday, so | took off Saturday with my old bird dog and headed south to this
area. | started back on 17 but instead of taking the roads east, | kept on them around the borders and really started
hunting or glassing by the Boars Tusk east. There were lots of good looking areas filled with antelope, deer, wild
horses and | believe elk. | turned south at Black Rock Mountain and headed south. Here there were some great vai
leys filled with sage, grasses and a stream, but there was a rancher rounding up his cattle from the BLM land on this
day in that valley and | planned to glass it near dark, if | found nothing better.

| came to the Jim Bridger power plant right out there in the middle of nowhere and | knew | was a little way
from the Point of Rocks, so | topped the tank off in the Yukon. The Point of Rocks was a stage coach stop back in the
days before the train and the stage coach stone buildings were built in 1853 still stands along the highway. Now it is a
trailer town for the men who work at the power plant and a gas station.

From there, | hopped on 80 and headed east to road #19, the east boundary, and headed north. Several miles
north, 1 came up on a group of wild horses feeding up a wide draw that ran east and west and | noticed a two track
on the north end. | took it slowly west about a mile in on an overlook where | could see the strip mine many miles to
the west and the power plant in back of it. | stopped and grabbed my binoculars. | noticed movement to the south
west of me and there they were. About 20 or so elk moving up a deep draw going south. The elk most likely were
feeding in the draw and heard my truck and should have just now been able to see me.

| quickly put the Yukon in reverse and backed out of the spot. They did not seem to be spooked, as there was
no panic in their movement and | was only visible for about ten yards or so. | backed all the way out to the road and
drove south to the other side of the draw where there was a two-track on top. Looking at my GPS, | could see how
far | went off of the road and drove west on the two track until | nearly matched the distance. | grabbed my binocu -
lars, coat and rifle and headed to the edge. From there, | could see many deep draws running north and south and
thought, | don't remember noticing as many draws from the other side. | had to move a little down the edge west and
then | spotted one cow elk. She was looking north and | should have simply counted the draws in-between her and
then | could have counted them off, but | didn't. | spotted on top of a draw where | would be right over them from
there. It didn't seem that far, so off | went. First, down the draw then up the other, then down and then up convinced
that they were now just over the hill. | would creep to the top on my belly peeking over the edge expecting them to
be right there, but they were not.

Glassing out, | would spot one or two and see | still had a long way to go. So, this is | did over and over and
over again and at one time | wondered if they were moving on me, but they were farther to the west than my truck.
Coming from Michigan, | am not used to being able to see so far and figure out how far away things really are.
Finally, | noticed that they had bedded down and the wind was from them to me blowing hard, so | told myself to
stop and think about how far they were and | glassed the draws in between us and | spotted a familiar rock and
thought that if | got there | would be in range. From this point, | slowed down and became very deliberate in my
movements. | could see the rock from which | would shoot. They were bedded down . Not expecting them to be right
over the other side. | moved very slowly, moving my rifle first in front of me, then crawling up to the spot. Peering
over the edge, they were not there. What is going on, | thought to my self and started glassing west.

continued on next page



Article continued ...... by Mike Atman

There they were, | thought, still out from me but in
range now of my rifle. | grabbed my range finder and picked
a cow in the middle of the group, 427 yards and the wind was
lying down. Perfect, | thought, and began to settle in for the
shot. | dialed my scope to 425 yards and tapped it to make
sure it settled and began to take some deep breaths. Several
times | had to move a little forward to lower the front of the
rifle, making it sit against my shoulder without having to lift
the stock up.

Looking through my scope, | glassed the group. No
calves, | thought, and there's one bull. Looking at him bedded
down, surrounded by cows, he had the best set of antlers that
| had seen this year, six on one side, seven on the other and
each side was a near match. He was wide but not real heavy
and he seemed to be chewing his cud. All of them were facing
north.

I had time to look each of them over and | could not
see much difference in size, so | said to myself, just pick one.
Right about then, they all stood up looking to the north as if
something was there. Maybe that force thing again but the
farthest one to the south turned and | moved the dot on her.
She was now facing south looking north, the rest were still
facing north. | took one more deep breath and held it and
squeezed the trigger. The rifle popped and | could hear the
bullet hiss in the air, but no impact noise this time. She just
dropped like a stone, not even wiggling a little. My first
thought was, did | miss not hearing the impact? Then, |
remembered seeing her collapse.

Getting her out of there was challenging to say the
least, | first made my way to her and made a way point of the
spot then headed straight south up the side of the deep draw
to the sage prairie on top. From there | followed the trail on
the GPS to the truck. The sun was about to set now and |
drove the Yukon to the edge of the draw where | came up
out of it and left my truck running and the lights on.
Grabbing my pack and my dog | headed back down to the
elk. | field dressed the elk which alone is interesting com-
pared to whitetail deer and doing so | saw two coyotes cross the draw about 500 yards from me. | took my
sweaty coat and hat off and hung them on the sage around the elk to keep the coyote from the kill overnight.

The next day my teacher of the red desert came with his Toyota and with it we where able to winch it off
the hill side and by cutting it in half put it in the truck.

Well that is my 2008 hunting season so far this year. The only thing | have left out is the friend from
Michigan that came out in mid October and antelope hunted at Casper on the last day of the season. That took
less than a day to fill that and then he spent the rest of his two weeks hunting blue grouse and ruff grouse and
huns and chuckers in the mountains with a friend of mine from Lander.

As you can see about two months | barely have time to work at Rocky Mountain Sports in Riverton. For
the rest of the winter | will snare coyote's and call a little for them. Maybe perch fish and every Sunday afternoon
shoot at the Lander range till spring comes again. May God bless each of you in 2009.

Thank you to Mike Atman for his great article on life in Wyoming. It helps many of us dream of that spe -
cial trip out west.

This will conclude Mike’s fine article on hunting in Wyoming.



Red Shirt Night

About 200 hardy hunters came out for a fabulous
Bob Vander Zwaag cooked pork roast meal. A feast like
this would make any deer camp proud; after a hard day
hunting the only sounds that come would be snoring! A lot
of folks won nice prizes, a few took home new guns, and
everybody had fun. The Michigan DNR was well repre -
sented by Dave Shaw who gave deer hunting updates,
crossbow information and told a few good stories as
always. Thanks, Dave for being an active part of our club.
State Representative, Arlan Meekhof also came as our guest
to chat with members and bring them up to speed on the
proposed DNR merger with the DEQ. Good to have our
elected officials care and come spend time with us. The
event is set up to get the gun ,deer season off to a good
start, so with that we hope you all bagged a deer this sea
son. Be sure to share your photos of nice bucks with our

Deliar readers.

Wild Game Dinner, 2010

The date has been set for March 19, 2010 for the
Annual Wild Game Dinner. This popular event is growing
every year with 227 people in attendance at last years
event. This year we are again in need of your help - we
need meat - all kinds of wild game. Please, as you go out
hunting and fishing, keep us in mind. As this event grows
so does our need for more food. So please give a Board
member a call and let us know what you can help us with.
More information will be sent to you in the future regard -

ing the dinner.

Drew Deters Associate Broker
OFFICE:616-355-3748
CELL: 616-218-8307
HOME: 616-772-1651

drew@fivestarlakeshore.com
www.drewDeters.com

NICKS ROOFING & SIDING

FLAT ROOFS - RUBBEROID - NEWROOFS
ROOFTEAR OFF REROOFS, REMRS
ROOF SNOW& ICE REMOVAL
COMPLETEVINYL SIDING

269-751-8080

18 Years Experience - Licensed & Insued

Hamilton
3546 M-40
Hamilton, MI 49419
269-751-7323

Holland
581 State St
Holland, M| 49423
616-396-6461

Holland
273 North River
Holland, MI 49424
616-392-5511

Zeeland

10636 Chicago Dr
Zeeland, MI 49464
616-748-1750

www.oktirestores.net

MAKING TRACKS
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Jan 7, 2010 Board Meeting . . .. ........

- Voting for new Board Members to take place at meeting

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS FOR 2009

Qpen to Members

\

Holland Fish & Game Club, Inc.

PO Box 1065
Holland MI 49422-1065

www.hfgclub.com

Marty Bonzelaar
Todd Buter
Tim Dekker
Drew Deters
Mike De Vries
Jim Dokter
Brad Dykema
Bill Fodor
Hans Heuvel
Bill Keen
Jerry Klomparens
Ken Lemmen
Jack Payne
Bob Piers
Steve Raak
Ray Tubergan
Roger Van Liere

/ Board Member Phone Numbers \

269-317-9909
616-772-9212
616-335-9725
616-772-1651
616-399-0707
616-392-6718
616-836-1458
616-399-7088
616-218-0453
616-396-1170
616-786-9402
616-836-2542
616-772-2477
616-218-5646
616-218-0383
616-772-6318
616-836-6378

)
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Budget ................. Ken Lemmen
Legislative .............. Mike Devries
Publicity / Deliar Advertising . Jim Dokter
Deliar Editor . .............. Jack Payne
Ponds & Grounds . ........... Bob Piers
Rest Haven Fish Boil .......... Bill Keen
BoatRamps ............. Mike Devries

GENERAL COMMITTEES

Annual Meeting .............. Tim Dekker
Deer & Fish Contest . . ........ Roger VanLier
Highway Cleanup ...........| Hans Heuvel
Membership ................ Hans Heuvel
Hunter's Safety .. ............ Mike Devries
Red Shirt Night .. .........| Marty Bonzelaar

or at 1990 84th Ave. Zeeland, Ml 49464

\

Spring Banquet............ouuene Ray Tubergen
Womens' Division .............. Jim Dokter
[REMES coanooanoaconooooaoanas Nancy Kronemeyer
Youth Conservation Day ..... Mike Devries
Youth Fishing Derby ........... Bill Keen
Fishing Tournaments........... Brad Dykema

Wanted, articles, stories or just plain information that the membership might find
interesting. Please send the information to Jack Payne at snagginjack9@hotmail.com




